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Presbyterianism is a branch off of the Protestant
Church that is founded on the concept of democratic
rule under the Word of God. In Greek, the word

prebyteros means "elder”, which describes the way by

which the church is governed.
e Jeaching Elders — Ministers/Pastors/Preachers

e Ruling flders — Deacons and Jrustees




e 1643 - Westminster Confession of Faith was

written and now recognized as the basic creed of

English-speaking Presbyterians

e 1640s - 1650s - John Calvin, known as the
"Father" of Presbyterianism, developed the

Reformed Theological Doctrines




e Pelieve Christ is spiritvally present in the Lord's
Supper
e Holy Trinity is frequently used in worship
o Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (three
manifestations of God himself)
e [wo main sources for inspiration and guidance in
their faith
o The Rible
o Creeds and Confessions (Apostles’ Creed,
Westminster)
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Why I Chose This Topic

o ] grew up Presbyterian

e Unique because of its not-so literal belief's :
toward some aspects of Christianity

e [ducating about sexvality in the Church could be

very beneficial fowards older generations




My Goals

Education Accessibility Cafe Space
e Provide an all-inclusive and e Reliable, accurate, and readily e During this lesson, ] want it to
extensive education accessible information for be a safe space for people to
surrounding sexvality in advlts about sexvality can be ask questions without
today's society and as it hard to find judgement or feel like they
relates to the values of being “should have known the

a Presbyterian answer"”



My Approach



My Approach

e My approach is to have an informational section
where topics such as sexwvality, the gender binary,
and pronouns are discussed, followed by an
interactive portion for people to practice what
they have learned and how to approach certain i

sitvations




Interactive Lesson



What is gender?

e (Gender - social and legal status as well as a set of

expectations from society about behaviors,
characteristics, and thoughts

e (Gender [dentity — how one feels on the inside

and how you express your gender through 1

clothing, behavior, and person appearance



What is the gender binary?

e (Gender binary - system that classifies sex and

gender into a pair of opposites, often imposed by
culture, religion, or other societal pressures

© Human population - man or woman

o Can be useful and sometimes accurate for

classification

o (Can cause discrimination against individuvals

who are non-binary, gender nonconforming,

or transgender




Cex (Gender

o Refers to genetic and e Jocial consequences of these
biological characteristics characteristics
e (Chromosomes and sexval ° Combination of cultural

anatomy influence and pressure



e “A word that can function by itself as a noun
phrase and that refers either to the participants
in the discourse (e.g. [, you) or to
someone/something mentioned elsewhere in the

discourse (e.g. she, it, this)" (Oxford | anguages)

e “Pronouns are basically how we identify ourselves

apart from our name. [t's how someone refers to

you in a conversation” (Mary Emily O'Hara, NPR)



P 'h

e Asking for pronouns can be a way to show people
that you see them for who they are, or who they

choose to present themselves as.
o |t shows that you accept them for who they are

e Introducing yourself with pronouns also creates

a safe space for queer and non—-queer individuals

to be inclusive and accepting



Feminine

Gender
Nevtral

Gender
Neutral

Pronouns 101

She, her, her

They, them,
their

.Ze, hir, hirs

She went to the store.
| spoke to her.
It was her apple.

They went to the store.
| spoke to them.
It was their apple.

Ze went to the store.

| spoke to hir.
It was hirs apple.




The Church’s Stance

Marriage Ordination

° Ministers can use their own e [GRTQ ministers may be ordained
discernment to conduct same-sex at the discretion of individval
marriages where allowed by law presbyteries and sessions
e (|Jpdated language in the Pook of Qrder (congregations)

to describe marriage as “a unique
commitment between two people,

traditionally a man and a woman”



The Church’s Stance

Discrimination W

° No exclusion based on "race, e [ull welcome, acceptance, and
ethnicity, sex, gender, sexval inclusion of transgender, non-
orientation, gender identity, binary, and gender-flvid people

religion, or gender expression” within the full life of the church



LGBT Q 1A+ H i sto I'Y A

Ministers can use

Formation of Presbyterian PC(USA) declared lesbianand  Amendment O1-A shot down,

Gay Cavcus by David Railey gay full membership resulting in leaving "guidance on own discretion fo
Sindt vhconstitutional homosexvality” in the Rook of Qrder conduct same-sex

marriages
1970 | 1977 | 1995 | 2010 |
. o/ / / ‘ N
| 1974 | 1985 | 2000 | 2014
Homosexuality The Lazarus Project, ministry Shower of Stoles project Amendment 10-A

is considered a passed, ordination of

for reconciliation b/w church created to honor LGRT church

Ein and LGRTQ community leaders LGRTQIA+

Presbyterians



LGBTQIA+ History

Church established non-

discrimination policies for all

dender indentities

2016 |

O O 2023

| 2018

Church acknowledges

harm done to [GRTQIA+

Presbyterians
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What Does The Bible Say!

e (Creation and Gender Rinary
o (Genesis 1:27
m Created male and female, day and night (binary)
m (God's creation exists in spectrums and in the same way
makes each person vnique that don't fit into boxes
o Genesis 2: 18-24
m Non-gendered human is created first, followed by Adam
and fve (God created two fundamentally different genders
m Argument whether trans people are a result of the Fall or

part of God's plan




What Does The Bible Sayf

e Peing wonderfully made - Pslam 139:13-14
o Implies that we are all created with love and i
intfention and that every part of vs was

divinely formed (both our bodies and inner

knowledge of self)
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Inclusion Education Implementation
e The modernPresbyterian e With education about sexvality, e Ryusing the information and
Church is inclusive of the gender indentity and the binary, activities in this presentation,
LGRTQIA+ community sexval orientation, and what the people can research and
church's stances are, congregants practice what they need to

can be more informed work on to be inclusive






